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EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY

Crisis preparedness in food, animals and plants
The Director

Brussels,
SANTE/G4/AL/al(2022)9234179

Subject: Measures governing the entry into the Union of pistachios from Iran

Dear Mr Shahpour Alaei,

I would like to contact you to convey to you the serious concerns of the European
Commission in relation to pistachios originating in Iran, which are subject to emergency
measures in relation to their entry into the European Union, in accordance with EU
legislation.

Regulation (EU) 2019/1793! lays down the list of food and feed of non-animal origin
from certain third countries subject to a temporary increase of official controls upon their
entry into the Union in its Annex I; the list of food and feed of non-animal origin and
compound food subject to special conditions governing their entry into the Union as well
as to a temporary increase of official controls in its Annex Il; and the list of food and
feed of non-animal origin from certain third countries subject to suspension of entry into
the Union in its Annex lla.

The lists of concerned food and feed are subject to review on a regular basis. Further
information can be found in the Commission Notice on information related to risks and
non-compliance in the context of periodic reviews of Commission Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2019/1793.2

Pistachios from Iran have been subject to special conditions governing their entry into the
Union since 20142 and are currently listed in Annex Il to Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 due
to the risk of contamination by aflatoxins, with a frequency of identity and physical
checks established at 50% upon their entry into the Union.

1 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 of 22 October 2019 on the temporary increase of official
controls and emergency measures governing the entry into the Union of certain goods from third countries
implementing Regulations (EU) 2017/625 and (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ
L 277, 29.10.2019, p. 89).

2 Commission Notice on information related to risks and non-compliance in the context of periodic reviews of
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 2022/C 265/01 (OJ C 265, 11.7.2022, p. 1-7).

3 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 884/2014 of 13 August 2014 imposing special conditions governing
the import of certain feed and food from certain third countries due to contamination risk by aflatoxins and repealing
Regulation (EC) No 1152/2009 (OJ L 242, 14.8.2014, p. 4-19).

Mr. Shahpour Alaei Moghadam

Head of Plant Protection Organization, Ministry of Agriculture — Jahad of I.R. Iran
Plant Protection Organization (PPO), Tehran, I.R. Iran

Tel (Office): (+98) 21 23091500-1

Fax: (+98) 22401210

Email: info@ppo.ir
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Therefore, in addition to the increased level of official controls, each consignment of
pistachios from Iran can enter the EU only if accompanied by an official certificate
stating that the products have been sampled and analysed for aflatoxins and by the results
of sampling and analyses showing that the relevant maximum levels of aflatoxins have
not been exceeded, as provided for in Article 10 and 11 of Regulation (EU) 2019/1793.

In spite of such obligation incumbent on the Iranian authorities upon export of pistachios
to the EU, data referring to consignments of pistachios imported into the Union between
2020 and 2022 show trend of concerns, with a rate of non-compliance fluctuating
between 5.5 % and 10.5%.

In particular, data collected in the context of the ongoing review of Regulation (EU)
2019/1793, for which the reference period corresponds to the first semester of 2022,
indicated that 18 consignments, out of 171 selected for identity and physical checks
including sampling for laboratory analyses, showed exceedance of the relevant maximum
levels of aflatoxins, which is equivalent to a 10.5 % non-compliance rate.

Those results provide clear evidence that since the establishment of the special conditions
in addition to the increased level of official controls the entry of that foodstuff into the
Union continues to constitute a serious risk for human health.

In this context, | would appreciate your feedback on measures taken by the Iranian
authorities in relation to the production of pistachios, proper sampling and analysis and in
relation to the official controls carried out prior to export of consignments of pistachios
to the European Union.

The representatives of EU Member States have been consulted on their position towards
the findings presented above, and they supported a call for swift action from your side.
They also considered that, should the situation not be addressed timely and in due course
so as to improve the overall compliance rate of that commodity, the Commission should
envisage suspending the entry of pistachios from Iran into the Union.

I would therefore encourage your services to liaise with producers in your country so as
to encourage swift and effective corrective action to minimise aflatoxins contamination
of pistachios exported to the European Union, including through good agricultural,
storage and transportation practices.

Should you require more information, please contact Unit SANTE G4 (SANTE-
CONSULT-G4@ec.europa.eu), or Mr Stéphane Andre (Stephane.Andre@ec.europa.eu)
in the Bilateral International Relations Unit in DG SANTE.

Yours sincerely,

[e-signed]

Bernard VVan Goethem

Copy: J. Yaghobi (Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran)

B8 tlectronically signed on 14/12/2022 17:52 (UTC+01) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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